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FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


On the propriety of connecting the Pursuit of Letters to 
the Common Concerns and Business of Life. 


Man is the only sublunary being with whom we have much 


concern, to whom has been imparted the gift of speech, and- 
who is capable of originating and combining ideas, moral, 


social and divine, to any desirable extent. He is the only 
being from the hand of his Maker capable of much reflec- 
tion, or happiness, or intellectual improvement. It is, in- 
deed, ascertained by experience and observation, that men- 
tal endowments may, by habit and attention, be variously 


modified, increased, or diminished, according to existing cir-. 


cumstances. It then becomes the duty of man, whatever 
may be his profession, to cultivate his intellect, in the pursuit 
of general literature, and the solid branches of learning, so 
far as shall be for his own interest and happiness, and the 
happiness of society, and for the glory and praise of Him, 
who is the source of all wisdom and perfection. This is a 
position which will meet with little or no objection from any 
quarter. The difference of opinion would seem to arise in 
regard to the extent of mental acquirement to which every 
human being should arrive. 

The education of that youth, who is destined to move in 
the mercantile circle, is gravely pronounced com+lete, when 
he is able to write a fashionable hand, read the commercial 
news of the day; when he is so thorough in numbers as 
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to be above mistakes in the counting room; and when he 
can compuse a letter on any subject not Toreign to his con- 
cerns in trade. 

The young man, who is to till the ground for his liveli- 
hood, must not enter the vineyard of science; the taste ot 
one cluster of grapes would only sharpen his appetite for 
more, till, by degrees, he would lose all relish whatever for 
agricultural concerns. Besides, the cool and soothing shades 
of Academus—the lounging spirit, which is so often caught 
from listening to the strains of Apollo—and the peace and 
the quietude, so grateful to the gentleman of letters, would 
enervate his frame, and incapacitate his body for the more 
hardy employments of the field. No higher honours should 
he seek than rural honours. No higher company should he 
keep, than that, which may be afforded by the honest rustic. 
And he may be as pious and devout as his parents before 
him, without that superabundance of learning, which but too 
commonly intoxicates the brain. 

The artizan or manufacturer must seldom be seen beyond 
the bounds of the workshop; and it is earnestly contended, 
that servants should be kept in ignorance, if they are to be 
made profitable to their employers. 

But these are, in truth, the bigoted notions of Harrow in- 
tellects, custom, self-interest aggrandizement, or prejudice. 
And while I bring forward my feeble exertions in support 
of general learning, I wouid at the same time, with equal 
zeal, encourage the useful arts and employments of life.— 
‘The morals and consequently the happiness of a people, de- 
pend much upon a constant equilibrium between the arts 
and sciences, and those employments, which are justly 
termed laborious. When trade, science, agriculture and 
manufactures are monopolized by a favoured few, thousands, 
and tens of thousands, consequently become dependent, and 
ignorant, and w retched. 

It has been said that Great Britain is a rich and sparkling 
diamond, set in the great Atlantic; yet one-ninth of its in- 
habitants derive their support from charitable establish- 
ments; which proves, that this is, by no means, a diamond 
of the first water. In this country you may look with suc- 
cess for overgrown estates, for immense treasures in the 
hands of the great, and for a few of the best scholars, who 
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have enlightened any age or nation. Liberal education, 
however, is confined to the opulent, except those instances, 
where the fire of genius breaks through all opposition ; while 
the sons of many a peasant, with talents of the fairest promise, 
are left in darkness to drag out a miserable existence. 


“ Chill penury repress’d their noble rage, 
And froze the genial current of the soul.” 


In the land then of kings, princes, dukes, lords, and 
honorary titles of every grade, you will find poverty and 
want, hardship and distress, dissipation and folly. But evil 
propensities, the love of idleness, a want of economy, a want 
of industry, a destitution of religion and holiness,—no reve- 
rence for the Supreme Being, and sacred institutions, do not 
arise from an attention to elegant letters. ‘They are the off- 
spring of a heart, naturally depraved, and made more so by 
parental indulgence, and the imbecility of those, who move 
in the higher walks of life—-Would this fair diamond of the 
silver Atlantic enhance the price of manual labour, to the 
encouragement of the lower classes of indigence ;. unbar the 
temples of science for the entrance of all:ranks, and forget. 
not the cultivation of the heart, while the understanding is 
improving, its brightness and sparkling lustre would be in- 
creased and reflected to distant nations, and the result would 
be attended with the most happy consequences. But hered- 
itary dignity, diversity of character, monopoly of arts, and 
science, and property, and happiness is not confined to one 
island alone ;—the disease is contagious, and spreads over, 
corrupts and debases whole continents. 

The fears of the mercliantman, the agriculturalist and man- 
ufacturer, that the pursuit of learning has an unhappy efiect 
on the minds of their sons, who are bred to their own fa- 
vourite employments, may, indeed, subside, when the cor- 
ruption of morals, and the wreck of mental endowments, are 
to be so plainly traced to other sources. Where is the boy 
of vivacity, who has not an ardent desire for amusement > 
Where is the parent, who does not wish his child to be 
amused? Relaxation from the toils and burdens of any la- 
borious calling is necessary. It.is so for manhood as well as 
youth. In the hour then of relaxation, can any rational, 
fond father withhold the elegant pages of the historian, oy 
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philosopher, from a favourite child, journeyman or apprert- 
tice, through a dread of contamination, and, at the same 


time, let the streets be the scenes of his amusement, and the 


ofiscouring of society his companions? Let it not be for- 
gotton, that youth should be educated for the evening of life 
—for the kingdom of heaven—as well as for an age of activ- 
ity and usefulness. If, in the vineyard of science, nothing 
be done at an early period; if the young are not trained up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord; if worldly con- 
cerns are to engross the affections of the middle-aged, and 
become their supreme delight; what joys and consolation 
can be gathered in the evening, “ the down hill of lifer” 

“* From_an old man,” says a celebrated writer, whose gra- 
tifications were solely derived from those sensual appetites, 
which time has blunted, or from those trivial amusements of 
which youth only can share, age has cut off almost every 
source of enjoyment. But to him, who has stored his mind 
with information, and ean still employ it in the amusements 
of letters, this blank of life is admirably filled up. He acts, 
he thinks, and he feels with that literary world, whose society 
he can at all times enjoy. There is, perhaps, no state more 
eapable of comfort to ourselves, or more attractive of vene- 
ration from others, than that, which such an old age affords ; 
it is then the twilight of the passions, when they are mitiga- 
ted, but not extinguished, and spread their gentle influence 
over the evening of our days, in alliance with reason, and in 
amity with virtue.” 

A. 


, 


TEMPER {8S EVERY THING. 


Dear CHARLES, 


I perceived a certain strangeness in your behaviour on 
Saturday evening, and because I am not altogether unac- 
quainted with the cause, IT.am induced to give you my 
friendly advice. If I may be so candid as to tell you my 
opinion, you appear to be soon offended, even where no 
offence is meant, or really exists. Because several little 
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things conspired to thwart your wishes on that day, you 
were unhappy, even till you retired at night. Now that this 
is very unreasonable, permit me to show. 

No person can expect to live in this evil world without 
pain and disappointment. He that expects to have all his 
wishes fulfilled, or desires every thing to aecord with his 
humour, will often meet with bitter pangs. The wisest and 
safest way, therefore, is to bear with one another. Always 
let us be willing to make reasonable concessions, and then 
we shall experience the same from ethers. 


Now, when you have a difficulty, (which, if I mistake ° 


not, was the first thing which ruffled your temper, ) instead of 
sitting down in dejection, if you were to exert yourself a 
little, how much pain and trouble would you prevent: or, 
when one opposes your wishes, if, instead of continuing re- 
fractory, you were to submit to a small inconvenience, how 
many a quarrel would be prevented, and how mutch peace of 
mind secured! . 

I do not wish you to indulge a weak pusillanimity which 


would quietly submit to be imposed on by every impertinent , 


person ; but to act consistently, with affability and good na- 
ture, and to have a due regard for human frailty ; that is, to 
consider that yourself may be in the wrong, or that your 
opponent may err unintentionally ; and, when a submission 
would not be injurious to you, I advise’ you to suppress 
pride and concede the insignificant point. Thus will you 
acqunctne pla sure of governing your temper, and not un- 
frequently of maki"g your opponent ashamed to contend. 

I think you muspqi2ow, that when you are at variance 
with any one, you are nof mPPY > Neither can you be. Why 
then will you disturb yourself merely for the purpose of an- 
noving others? QO! Study the st pets of meekness ; for be 
assured they will abundantly repay Ou Accept this as 
coming in real good will to you. J pen happy to be your 


iriend, but my pleasure, ag well as yo’: would be greatly 


augmented, if I were satisfied, by exanipow” that you would’ 


ne grace to govern y : ; mee 
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— 


WISDOM INSi7RUCTING THE YOUNG. 


‘ { 
BELovED Yourus :—(i_ 


Behold Wisdov teaching those young people, and explain- 


: «thal 

Ps . ae én Pe of light and heat, and the glory of the source 

he, pille--ACe they proceed. “ That glorious luminary,” says 

,penepointing to the sun, “ not*only enlightens, but enlivens 
id delights all animated nature. Its size is immense, and its 








| 


es may 


Wisdom instructtng the Young. 187 


Ynfluence over all the worlds in its system is inconceivably 


reat: planets and worlds move under its mighty power. 


‘ That natural sun represents the spiritual sun; whose” | 


light is truth and. wisdom, and whose heat is goodness and 


love: whose substance is infinite, and whose influence is_ 


over all worlds and spirits. He is a sun of righteousness, 
and communicates righteousness to every soul that receives 
his light and grows in his heat, lives in his truth and good- 
ness, and grows in his wisdom and love. He is a day-star 
indeed, that arises with healing under his wings. Wo! unto 
them who are not covered by them. In plainer terms— 
‘Wo! unto them that cover themselves with a covering, and 
not with a covering of my spirit, saith the Lord.’ His light 
enlightens every man: but when it shineth in darkness, (or 
in the dark, evil heart,) the darkness comprehendeth it not; 
and blasphemes it, though it is light from the Sun of Righ- 
teousness. May this light and day be known, and this day- 
star arise and shine in your hearts. And it will, if ye will 
believe in the light of the Lord Jesus Christ, the sun, of the 


spiritual worlds. The loving and amiable apostle John,’ 


rejoiced greatly to find the childrep of an elect woman walk- 
ing in the truth or light of this sun. 2 John, v.4. He says, 





‘God is light? Draw nigh unto it; draw nigh unto God, _ 


and he will draw nigh unto thee. Walk in the light, that 
ye may become the children of the light ;"—heirs of God, 
and joint heirs with Jesus*Christ. Again, he says, ‘ God is 
love;’? and therefore he desired those to whom he wrote to 


love one another. ‘ For love is of God; and every one that | 


loveth, is born of God, and knoweth God.” When he was 
so old that he could not preach much, it is said, he would 
say, ‘ Beloved brethren, love one another ;’ ‘ love the Lord.” 
To love is to know God. ‘ Acquaint thyself with God, and 
be at peace,’ with him and all men. ‘ This is life eternal, 
to know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom he 
sends,’ as the light of the Spiritual world. As ‘love is the 
fulfilling ofthe law; so where love is abode in, and the law 
is fulfilled, there must be peace with God, and unity with 
his holy spirit. The unity of his holy spirit with us is the 
bend of peace. Dear youths, love, and do good to all,, as 
much as you can: and ‘ Befiold how good and how pleas- 
apt it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.’ Ps. 123. 













































a “ _ 





188 Wisdom instructing the Young. 


Among such, the Lord will command ‘ the blessing, évex 
| life for evermore.’ That natural sun will soon go down: 
| your natural lives must soon cease: but the sun of righte- 
_ ousness never departs, if we depart not from it; neither will 
eternal life cease to be.”’ 

Such are the words of Wisdom to you, my beloved young 
people. You see her figure in the picture. She is habited 
like Religion, that pure undefiled religion that is practical, 
charitable, and keeps unspotted from the world. Wisdom 
(Sophia) was thus represented evenzamong the Greeks. 
Her heatiienish name is not worthy of being mentioned, but 
her christian name is very instructive. Paul says that Jesus 
Christ is this Wisdom. 1 Cor. i. 24 and 30. Read the in- 
structions of Wisdom in the first and eighth chapters of Sol- 
omon’s Proverbs; and be sure to obey; for dreadful is the 
case of the disobedient. Obey this Divine Instructor, this. 
Light and Wisdom of God. He was in the flesh, and the 
world knew him not, and his flesh was hung on the cross 
for our sakes. He was under the law covenant, and by 
death pitt an end to the law dispensation; and so to all sins 
and transgressions of it. ae under the law testament, it 
became necessary that he, As the testator of the new testa- 
ment, should die thus naturally, that his new testament of the 
holy spirit might come 7. full force, and his spiritual king- 
dom be established. For Paul says, (Heb. ix. 16, 17.} 
“ That no testament is of force before the testator dieth.”’ 
The old testament and covenant was written on stone and 
parchment: but the new testament and covenant is written 
by the Holy Spirit on the mind and heart. The first was 
literal, but the second is spiritual. Hence we may perceive 

_ why Paul said that Christ’s ministers were not of the letter, 
that killeth, or separateth souls from God ; but of tlre spirit, 
that giveth life, by uniting souls to the Lord. 

Wisdom is represented in this picture as a soldier, with 
helmet, shield and breastplate. She holds a Bible instead 
of a sword. ‘The Bib/e is symbolical of divine light com- 
municated by the Holy Spirit. The sword of the spirit is 
the Word of God, which is quick and powerful, a discerner 
of the thoughts and the intentions/of the heart, and sharper 
than a two edged sword. For the Word is God, John, i. 1. 
— And God is a spirit: and they who worship him, should 
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worship him in spirit and in truth.” John, iv. 23,24. Be- 
loved youth, keep the Word of God in your hearts and 
minds, and read therein daily. It is the sword of the spirit 5 
the book of life and salvation ; the law of the spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus, that saves from the law of sin and death; 
the law written by God, not upon stones, paper, or parch- 
ment, but upon the tablets of the heart and mind. For it 
_ is a very important fact, that saints are the temple of God ; 
and God dwells in them. Children, are you good, through 
the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ? If so, is net 
Jesus Christ-the Lord God in you? Paul says, “ Examine 
yourselves; know ye not your ownselves, how that Jesus 
Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?” He is the true 
and faithful witness. “ And whosoever,” saith John, 1 Epis. 
v. 10. “ is born of God, hath the witness in himself.” Be- 
lieve therefore in Jesus Christ, the faithful and true witness, 
the word of God, nigh in the heart, and you shall be saved. 
For true faith worketh by love to the purification of the 


“@ heart. Take to yourselves this shield of faith. Wear the 





' breast plate of righteousnesg possessing a pure conscience . 
towards God and man. Pat on the knowledge of your sal- 
vation as a helmet to defend the understanding. And let 
your feet be shod with the preparation-of the gospel; and 
prepare, and get*your heart and mind prepared by God for 
the work of the Lord. He who walks by faith and by 
sight, must deny and cracify, as on a cross, his selfish na- 
ture. Hence you see, the cross pictured on the shield of 
Wisdom, who is habited like practical religion, while in- 
structing her pupils. Follow her. Read, till you under- 
stand, what I have written for your good: do well, and fare 
well. Seek. peace with all men, and pursue it; and may 
the peace Of God, in a pwre conscience, be with you till you 
sleep in death. Time is short; eternity is long; life uncer- 
tain; death is near; and after death comes the judgment, 
where every one shall be rewarded according to his works. 
The good will be blessed ; but the wicked, who die in their 
sins, will be miserable. For to such the Lord Jesus hath 
said, “ If ye die in your sins, where I am, ye cannot come.” 
Choose ye, therefore, whom ye will serve: a good God, who 
is light and love; or a wicked world, which is dark in self- 
ishness, and hateful in enmity. Build not on the sands of 
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time, but on the rock of eternity. What says Wisdom, 
which is the Word and Spirit of God? “ ‘Turn ye at my 
reproof, and behold! I will pour out my spirit unto you.” 
Prov. i. 23.“ Whoso findeth me, (the Wisdom of God,) 
findeth life ;” eternal life and bliss. Prov. viii. 35. Come 
unto me and be saved. 

C. B. 


fOR THE GUARDIAN. 


Extract of a letter from an assistant missionary to his brother, 
an answer to one just received, giving an account of his con- 
version, and of his union with the church ; dated, 


Choctaw Nation, February 20, 1824. 
My Dear Brotuer, 


By the blessing of God, your letter, giving an account of 
your hopeful conversion to. God, and your unien with his 
church, has come to hand. And to say that its contents 
gave me joy, would be no more than Christians would natu- 
rally expect. But I would say,—not as the Apostle did, 
“ Fulfil ye my joy, by being like minded with me;”’—but I 
can say, that in this my.joy is full, in that you are now like 
minded. 

Surely, if the angels in heaven rejoice over a repenting 
sinner, | may over a repenting brother. 

And by this also | know that nyy poor petitions have been 
heard in heavens; and now God hath sent an answer of 
peace. Now therefore my heart rejoices, and my tongue 
shall speak forth the,praises of Him who redeemeth our souls 
from death, and makes us to know joy and gladness. 

Many are the hours in which my mind has been peculiarly 
interested for you. And I trust that not unfrequently have 
I plead with Him who alone can change the heart, to make 
you a subject of his distinguishing grace. Now therefore 
I trust you are no more a stranger and foreigner, but a 
felluw-citizen with the saints, and of the household of God. 
Believing therefore, that, as ye have received Christ, ye will 
walk in him, in all godliness and honesty; renouncing the 
world, with all its profits, pleasures, and henours; manifest- 














ing at all times, that you seek a country, that is, an heavenly 
one; and that you have respect unto the recompense of re- 
ward: choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of 
God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season—keep- 
ing always i in view that in this world you must have tribu- 
lation: remembering that the just must live by faith, and 
that without faith it is impossible to please God. And though 
we speak with the tongues of men and of angles; and 
though we have the gift of prophecy, and understand all 
mysteries ; and though we have faith to remove mountains, 
and have not charity, that is, have not the love of God in 
our hearts, we are but as sounding brass and tinkling cym- 
bals. Hence we shall find no profit without that charity 
which suffereth long, and is kind; envieth not; vaunteth 
not itself; is not puffed up; not behaving itself unseemly ; 
seeketh not its own; is not easily provoked; thinketh no 
evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but in the trath ; beareth all 
things; believeth all things; hopeth all things ; endureth 
all things. Therefore follow after charity, and desire spirit- 
ual gifts. 
Now, if ye are Christ’s, stand fast in the liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made you free, and be not entangled again with 
the yoke of bondage; for the flesh lusteth against the spirit, 
and the spirit against the flesh, and the one is contrary to 
the other; therefore we are liable to be led astray. But be 
you a follower of God, as a dear child, walking in love, as 
Christ hath also loved you, and given bimself for yeu; 
knowing, that whatsoever good thing a man doeth, the same 
shall he receive of the Lord. Stand therefore, having your 
loins girt about with truth, and having on the breast plate of 
righteousness, and your feet shod with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace: for we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities and powers; against the rulers of 
the darkness of this world; against spiritual wickedness in 
high places. Wherefore, take unto you the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to stand in the evil day. Above 
all, take unto you the shield of faith, wherewith you may be 
able to quench the fiery darts of the wicked and take the hel- 
met of salvation, and the word of the spirit, ‘which j is the word 
of God; praying always, with all prayer and supplication, 
in the spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance. 
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And God is my record how greatly I long after you, in the 
bowels of Jesus Christ. And this I pray, that your love 
may abound yet more, in knowledge and in all judgment ; 
that you may approve the things that are excellent; that you 
may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; 
being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by 
Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. And this 
I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words ; 
for though I be absent in body, yet I trust I am with you in 
spirit, joying, and beholding your order and the steadfastness 
of your faith in Christ; who hath said to his followers, go 
ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
Do thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ. And let me (in the language of the Apostle to 
Timothy) charge thee therefore, before God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead, at his 
appearing, and his kingdom—preach the word ; be instant 
in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 
all long suffering and doctrine. But watch thou in all 
things; endure afiliction; do the werk of an Evangelist ; 
make full proof of thy ministry. And this I desire of you, 
that you show diligence to the full assurance of hope unto 
the end; not diligence in worldly affairs, but in religious, 
and in preparing yourself to preach the unsearchable riches 
of Christ to a perishing world; for God forbid, that, out of 
eight professing brothers, but one should elevate himself to 
the work of the ministry. And at this day the Lord has 
made ample provisions for his real disciples to prepare them- 
selves to preach the word; so that no excuse can be made, 
while education societies and free schools are so numerous. 
Can you then plead any excuse, at the great day of accounts, 
why you did not publish the glad news of salvation to your 
poor fellow sinners? Iam slow of speech, and of a slow 
tongue, was pleaded ages ago, and it was no excuse then ; 
neither can it be now. If the heart is right, it inquires, 
Lord, what wilt thou have metodo? Arise, go into the 
city, and it shall be told thee. And what was the Spirit’s 
answer to the messenger, who was to inform this young con- 
vert of his future destiny. Go thy way, for he is a chosen 
vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and 
kings, and the children of Israel. 
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Such, my dear brother, are the arguments, in my mind, in 
favour of your making speedy preparation for preaching the 
gospel. How they will appear to you I know not. But 
the question is not to be decided between you and me; to 
God you are accountable. If he is satisfied, and your own 
conscience, I trust that I shall be. Finally, may you be 
directed into all truth, and be made an instrument of the 
salvation of many souls. Ard, when we have done with all 
earthly things, that we may meet around the throne of God 
in heaven, is the prayer of your ever aflectionate brother. 


M. J. 
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MARIA AND HER MOTHER. 


1 will now mention one instance more, which oc- 
curred in my present parish. Maria was the eldest girl, and 
the oldest but one of a family of ten children living, when 
the father and his household quitted our common to occupy 
a little land and a blacksmith’s shop in another parish. 
Maria had been, from the commencement of our Sunday 
school, a member of the senior class, and as such had at- 
tended a little exposition on Sunday evenings. Her conduct 
Was quite satisfactory, but there was nothing in it that ex- 
cited any particular notice. She was very attentive, but & 
could neitheF-read so well, nor learn off so much Scripture’ 

in a given time, as several of the same class. Yet, as it 

afterwards appeared, she was one who pondered in her 

heart what she he 
related to her mother what she could recollect of the address. 

Took out the hymns and read them, and 
sometimes make’a few remarks of her own, or relate what 
observations I had made on them. To all this the mother 
would give a very aifentive ear; but she neither made any & 
remarks of her owngeeither in a way of approbation or dis- ~ 
approbation. On onf& or two occasions, when I called at 
the house and had an opportunity of conversing with the 
mbther, I had good réason to hope that her mind was in an 
inquiring and advancing state, but her numerous family con- 
fined her much athome. After a while, it pleased the Lord, 
that the-premature birth of, I think, her twelfth child, threw 
; 17 
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laria and her Mother. 


the earthly frame at once on the verge of destruction, and 
but a few days remained before the spirit must inevitably 
appear before God. She was partly aware of her situation, 
and endeavoured to meet her hastening summons in the 
principle and hope of the Christian. And now it was that 
much came to my knowledge, both as it respected Maria, 
and as it concerned her mother, which I did not expect to 
learn. Maria saw her mother’s end approaching quite as 
soon as the latter saw it for herself; and feeling very much 
anxiety for the state of her soul, at length broke through all 
reserve, and one day asked, “ Mother, do you endeavour to 
commit your soul into the hands of Christ?” “ Yes,” was 
the reply, “ I de; and I hope he will save me.” “ Shall I 
read to you, mother ?” 

“ Yes, do; I have often wished it,” said the poor sufferer ; 
“‘ but you seem ashamed. O Maria! you don’t know what 
a comfort it often has been to me, when you came home, and 
told and read to me what you had heard in the evening. [ 
often wished you to say more, but you seemed ashamed.” 

“No, mother,” replied Maria, “I was not ashamed ; but 
you know you never made any reply, and I didn’t know 
whether you liked it or not. If I had known you liked it, 
I should have said much more, but sometimes I thought you 
didn’t like it.” 

“ Ah, my girl! you little know how great a comfort it 
was to me.” 

In short, it now appeared that the Lord had made use of 
this kind of preaching (if it may be so called) of the daugh- 
ter, greatly to the awakening, instructingysand comforting 
the soul of the parent. And, io her laswheurs, this girl acted 
in the double capacity of a nurse and a sm guide. 

The mother died, I trust, in the Lord; and Maria, though 
very young, had to take the charge and management of this 
numerous family of small children on hand ; and in that 
part of duty she is now most laudablyfexerting every effort 
of body and mind, to the great relief of her afflicted father, 
and the comfort and satisfaction of all the childrem;:and, i 
may add, to the joy of her pastor. May the Lord preserve 
her in her present simplicity and modesty of manner and 
spirit, and never permit a guilty and ensnaring generation 
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to turn her heart from that Saviour whom I believe she now 
loves and desires to serve ! 

Before I conclude this paper, I must drop one word of 
admonition and entreaty to parents who have children under 
instruction at Sunday schools. Do, I beseech you, encour- 
age them to open their minds to you at home, and to relate, 
in your own chimney corner, the lessons and admonitions 
they may have listened to at school or at church. Satan 
prevents much good being done in this way by fostering a 
spirit of timidity, of reserye, of fear, among the members 
of the same family. And to such a length does he carry 
these impressions at times, that, as in the case of the woman 
before us, the parent is constrained to be silent even before 
her own child, and that at a time When the heart is full, and 
she is longing to converse freely on the things concerning 
their mutual and everlasting peace. 

At some future day I may perhaps, with divine permis- 
sion, give another anecdote or two of similar benefits arising 
to parents through the medium of Sunday schools. 

Lond. Chris. Guardian. _ 


FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE YOUNG. 


Do we wish to make an impression on the heart? the 
youthful affections are the most susceptible, Do we wish to 
form correct and virtuous conduct? that which is unformed, 
or forming, as in youth, is moulded with the least difficulty 
into the shape we desire. What a degree of importance 
then, is inseparably attached to the means and methods 
adopted in the instructions of the young! no less than the 
happiness, usefulness and respectability of this life, and the 
felicity of the life to come, are depending upon them. The 
God of goodness has given the young dn intelligent capacity, 
which, guided and instructed aright, may become a source 
of unfailing and sweet enjoyment; but which, if neglected, 
or misguided by error or ignorance, will impart an extreme 
measure of wretchedness. And here I will barely notice 
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Important Considerations for the Young. 


| the injudicious management of those parents who pursue no 


well formed plan in the education of their children. They 
submit them to a variety of instructors, and are often giving 
counter directions respecting their studies. Disregacding the 
taste their child may have tor a particular study, and feeling 
the misery of their own ignorance, they resolve he shall ‘now 
every thing. Thus, when he has only glanced superficially 
at all science, his education is said to be completed. He 
comes forward to perform his part in life, but is fitted to be 
neither useful nor agreeable. Is it his office to instruct? he 
is as likely to communicate error as truth. He cannot be- 
come the agreeable companion or friend, as his knowledge 
is pust sufficient to fan into a flame the vanity which is in 
every human heart. What a blessing to a child is a parent 
thoroughly guahfied to perform the office of instructor, in 
every thing fieedful to be taught. 

Virtuous habits, my youthful friends, will do much of 
themselves to conduce to your happiness and respectability. 
It is of immense consequence then, that they be formed un- 
der the influence of gudgment and piety. Early acquire a 
habit of employing time usefully. Some are very diligent 
in the employment of their time for useless purposes—many 
more, for worse than useless. The remnants of time should 
be employed. Perhaps you can reflect on the loss of the 
broken moments of a day without regret; if so, let your 
mind calculate the amount lost during your life, and you will 
be astonished that you could have permitted so many to pass 
in idleness. O then redeem the remainder that may be 
yours ! 

Guard unremittingly against a habit of idleness; for it is 
a habit that will increase insensibly by indulgence. The 
body and mind were formed with capaeities for action: if we 
permit them to remain dormant, we are highly guilty, by 
depriving our friends and fellow-creatures of that assistance 
and instruction which we might have afforded them, had we 
exerted our faculties. 

The evils attending idleness are numerous. First, the 
idle person is unhappy. Time, with him, drags heavily. 
His listless mind and inactive body deprive him of every 
pleasant and rational spring of enjoyment. Interested by 
nothing about him. he becomes despised, neglected, and de- 




































serted by his friends and the world, which is another evil 
that treads closely upon the idler. We are not obligated to 
esteem and respect one who does not regard the pleasure aad 
comfort of his friends so much as to engage in some credita- 
ble and useful occupation. . His idleness also often plunges 
him into suffering. Often do we see him obliged to ask his 
bread from door to door, while his tattered garments bespeak 
his extreme poverty : and perhaps too, when sickness presses 
upon his frame, and the hand of death is upon him, no res- 
toring cordial, or affectionate friend, is near, to administer 
solace and relief; and he dies unlamented, as he has never 
been useful. But the idleness of the heart, or, in other words, 
the habitual indifference or dislike which many manifest, 
during a whole life, to the preparation for a state of heavenly 
happiness, will bring upon them the most awful and irre- 
trievable consequences. Surely a consideration of the evils 
which have been named as attending a habit of idleness, if 
allowed to penetrate the heart, will be sufficiently powerful 
to remove every inclination for its indulgence heretofore 
cherished. 

Motives, also, are ready to invite you to foster habits of 
exertion. It will greatly sweeten and expand the source. of 
your happiness fo be employed. ‘The exercise of your fac- 
ulties, either bodily or mental, is inseparably linked with 
your felicity. Industrious efforts will also promote the com- 
fort and pleasure of our parents and friends; and what child 
that possesses one spark of filial affection will net find a 
pleasant reflection in the consciousness of adding to the hap- 
piness of beloved parents. Many an affectionate parent 
has been lifted above distress and poverty, by the industry 
of achild; and that child would not deserve the name, who 
would refuse to do it, if within“its power. 

‘Two or three additional motives may be named, which, 
from their weight, demand the most active, vigorous, and 
unremitting effort. First, the salvation of the souls around 
you, which are perishing, requite your exertion. They dis- 
regard or misapply the messages of mercy, and unconcern- 
edly and contentedly press onward in the broad way to de- 
struction. They need your admonitions, they need your 
prayers. Shall they not have them? Can you behold their 
state with indifference? Will not the voice of supplicatior, 
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and the gentle invitation to receive proffered mercy, prove 


instrumental in effecting the needful change in the temper of 
their hearts? Be faithful; anda blessing may ensue. The 
cry of the perishing Heathen also demands that you conceive 
the wisest plans of which you are capable, and facilitate 
their execution with the greatest speed. Act not upon the 
principle of those whose missionary zeal has been enkindled 
and damped alternately by the genuine spirit of the day, and 
by the rules of worldly prudence and propriety. This kind 
of zeal may occasionally do something ; but nothing in any 
measure adequate to the urgent necessities of the dying 
Heathen. You are obligated to do all in your power for 
their salvation, by the countless mercies which God is strew- 
ing in your path. You are commanded to do thus by God 
himself; and can you cherish indifference and apathy? If 
you do, what will you answer in the day of dread decision, 
when He shall demand what use you. have made of your 
talent! The doom of him who hid his talent in the earth 
must be yours ! 

But one motive more. The eternal happiness of your 
own soul requires your sertous effort. Are you,—burdened 
with a sense of guilt, and apprehensive of the vengeance of 
an offended God,—seeking refuge in the agonies of the 
cross ? or are you excusing your thoughtlessness by remarks 
like these? “If I am elected, I shall be saved; if not, I 
must perish. No effort of mine will ever advance my salva- 
tion.” However plausible these excuses may appear to your 
mind now, remember they will not avail at the bar of divine 
justice. You will not even name them there; for your en- 
lightened conscience will testify that they were only made 
for delay in a work which you did not relish or desire to 
commence. Remember tha® God commands you tmmed:- 
ately to exercise faith and répentance : remain inactive, and 


you perish for ever. 
MoM. 
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BIBLE SOCIETY. 


A New Testament was lately given to a girl in South 
Africa, whose mother was left a widow with three childrer- 
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Her brother, about ten years old, begged very hard that he 
might have one. But, as the rule was only to give one to a 
family, he was told he could not have one without money. 
After a little time he came with one skilling (about three 
pence.) Being told that he could not have a Bible for that 
sum, he went away, and returned with another skilling. 
Finding this was not enough, he again tried to obtain more 
money, but failed. He could do no more, and he knew, if 
he did not now succeed, he must be without a Bible. It 
would have affected any one to have seen this dear lad in a 
begging posture, with his arm stretched out, holding his 
skillings open in his hand, and the tears in his eyes, while 
he pleaded for a Bible. And no one could have found in 
his heart to refuse. On asking how he got the money, it 
was found that he got one ski!ling from his mother, and one 
from his brother, and that he pledged some playthings for 
the other. The Bible was given to him, and his skillings 
were returned: and he could not have seemed more happy, 
it he had had a crown put upon his head. 

A little girl, eleven years of age, who lives in a Swiss vil- 
lage, bought a Bible with the money she had earned by nee- 
dle work. She afterwards brought her minister some pence 
for the poor; and has also earned a small sum more for the 
use of two poor persons, that they may each be able to give 
the price for a Bible. 
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DOING EVIL THAT GOOD MAY COME. 


A young woman was.detected stealing wine from her mas- 
ter; and because she intended to give it to a sick person, 
she thought it no crime. The Mahometans at the Cape of 
Good Hope think it no crime to steal from their masters to 
give it to their priests. I attended a young man in Newgate, 
under sentence of death for forgery, who excused himself for 
his forging by saying that he intended to send the proceeds to 
a poor father in the country. But as neither the laws of God 
nor man admit of such apologies for evil, he was punished 
for the crime, though too severely, by death. Paul the 
apostle, when he persecuted Christians, before his conver- 


| { sion, thought he was coing God service; but, after his con- 
})| . version, he viewed his former persecutions as heinous trans- 
gressions against God, and fled to the Saviour for refuge 
from their guilt, and the punishment they deserved, and re- 
joiced in the faithful saying, “ that Jesus Christ came into 


the world to save Sinners,” of whom he considered himselt 
the chief. 
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LITTLE ROBERT. 
CHAPTER III. 


Devotion. 


The song of mingled prayer and praise arose 

To heaven, from youthful voices, faint but sweet ; 
While from the Teachers’ lips instruction dropp’d, 
As the refreshing dew and fruitful showers 
Descend upon the parched and thirsty soil. 


As soon as Mr. Russell called for silence, all was quiet- 
ness and attention ; the exercises of the school began, and 
little Robert, who had been looking round at his class-mates, 
fixed his eye on him, while he gave out the following 
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- HYMN. 


Lord of the Sabbath, on thy day 

We meet to praise Thee and to pray ; 
Faint theugh our youthful voices be, 
Their feeblest tones are heard by Thee. 


Another week Thy tender care 

Has guarded us from every snare ; 
In danger Thou hast been our guide, 
And kept us safe on every side. 


We bless Thee for these sacred hours, 
Bestowed, that guilty souls like ours 

Might ask Thy mertcy, seek Thy face, 
And learn to walk in Wisdom’s ways. 
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Gh ! let our future days be peace, 
So shall our love to Thee increase ; 
And all our happiness shall be 

To live, dear Saviour, unto Thee. 


When the hymn was sung, Mr. Russell opened the Bible, 
and read that part of the 13th chapter of Matthew, which 
contains the parable of the sower : in which the Saviour 
pointed out the various characters who received his word, 
and the effects which followed from its reception. 

He familiarly explained it to them, and pointed out the 
many opportunities which they possessed of reading. and 
hearing the word of the Lord. He noticed the number of 
their privileges, and showed how aggravated their condem- 
nation would be, if, after all their advantages, they did not 
‘ bear fruit unto holiness.” “Iam afraid,’ said Mr. Rus- 
sell “ that you do not apply this parable to yourselves. That 
little girl sitting there so inattentive and heedless, playing 
with her book, does not notice a word that I am saying ; 
she is a way-side hearer. You know, my dear children, 
that the way side of a field is the beaten path which sur- 
rounds it, or the hard ground which the plough does not. 
pass over ; well, if the sower casts any of his seed here, it is 
soon trodden in by the traveller, or picked up by the birds ; 
it never grows, but is lost. Now how many of you quite 
forget allthat was said to you last Sunday—and when to-day 
is gone, you will no longer remember its instructions. You 
are way-side hearers—if any impression is made on your 
mind at school that all is not right, you endeavour to shake 
it off; and play and the pursuits of the week soon remove 
it together. ‘The word is never allowed to impress your un- 
derstandings, nor to affect your hearts. Now, my dear chil- 
dren, this way-side represents a hard heart; it is a soil 
where nothing that is good will take root. Oh! beware, 
and pray that your young hearts may not be “ hardened 
through the deceitfulness of sin.” : 

“* Some of you, my dear children, may have seen corn 
sown upon a gravelly and stony soil; it always looks poor 
and often for want of moisture and earth, it droops, and pro- 
duces ne crop. I fear many of your hearts are of this sort ; 
you hear of the condition you are in by nature, and you con- 
fess vou are sinners—you are told of the love of Jesus Christ, 
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and are invited to come to him, that you may have life and 
salvation. You are affected and you resolve to flee to him, 
to accept his offers, but to delay it from day to day. Your 
impressions have no root, and the determinations you make, 
being in your own strength, are all vain ;—a laugh at your 
scruples by wicked companions, or the finger of scorn being 
pointed at you, is sufficient to destroy all your good purpo- 
ses. ‘ Your goodness is as a morning cloud, and as the early 
dew it goeth away.’ 

‘ There are thorny-ground hearers. You may also have 
seen sometimes the borders of a field covered with thorns 
and thistles, and here and there a stalk of wheat, but it is 
always weak and sickly. This is just the case with those 
persons who, having heard the word, go into the world, and 
fet its cares and follies choke its influence. You are yet 
too young to know much of the vanities and trials of life. 
Oh! improve the hours of youth, so that when these cares 
come on you, they may be checked and overcome ; and let 
not worldly-mindedness destroy the effect of the instructions 
gy have received. 

“ But I hope some of you, my dear children, have receiv- 
ed this seed in good ground. Some of you, I hope, have 
sought the throne of grace, have been led to the Saviour of 
sinners, have believed on him, and have felt the influence of 
his spirit, renewing your heart and sanctifying your nature. 
You love his word, his day, his house, his people; you de- 

ight in his service, and you are desirous that your dear rela- 

tions and friends may know it too. Sin is hateful, and you 
pray that you may be kept from it : and you are anxioas to 
live to the glory of God. Now, remember all of you, that 
an opportunity is this day effered you for hearing the word 
of God: oh! pray that you may hear it effectually ; and 
pray also that you may be ‘ doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”’ 

After this, he presented thanksgiving and supplications 
to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, entreating 
His presence and blessing ; imploring the influences of the 
Spirit to teach and instruct the children, that they might 
thus be early made acquainted with the importance of reli- 
gion to their present welfare and their eternal happiness. 

All this was quite new to little Robert, but what he ha¢ 
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ziready heard had fully engaged his mind. He felt quite in 
a new world, and was desirous to improve his knowledge, 


by all he saw and heard.—WN. Y. Rel. Chronicle. 
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MANNER IN WHICH CHILDREN SHOULD BE TAUGHY. 


The Instruction of Children should begin in Early life. 
—Very young children are capable of learning many things 
of incalculable importance to themselves. All parents ap- 
pear to me to labour under serious mistakes with regard to 
this subject ; and begin to teach their children many things, 
at least at a later period, than that, in which they would ad- 
vantageously begin to receive them. ‘The infant mind opens 
faster than we are apt to be aware. ‘This is the true rea- 
son, why very young children are almost always thought 
peculiarly bright and promising. We customarily attri- 
bute this opinioa to parental fondness ; in some degree per-’ 
haps, justly ; but it arises extensively from the fact, that 
the intellect of little children outruns in its progress our ut- 
most expectations 5 the goodness of God intending, I sup- 
pose, to provide by this constitution of things the means of 
receiving the instruction, so indispensible to children at that 
period. Of this advantage every parent should carefully 
avail himself. At the same time he should remember, that~ 
this ts the season for making lasting impressiens. The in- 
fant mind lays strong hold of every thing which it is taught. 
Both its understanding and affections are then unoccupied. 
The affections are then, also, remarkabiy susceptible, ten- 
der, and vigorous Every person knows the peculiarly im- 
pressive power of novelty. On the infant mind every thing 
is powerfully impressed, because every thing isnew. From 
these causes is derived that remarkable fact, so commonly 
observed, that early impressions influence the character and 
the life beyond all others, and remain strong and vivid, after 
most others are worn atvay. 

Instruction should be communicated to children with un- 
wearied patience.—Christ in this and many other respects, 
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has left instructors a perfect example. Although his disci- 
ples were dull of hearing and slow of heart to believe: 
although they had many, and those often very unreasonable 
prejudices, his patience was never lessened. He taught 
them in the gradual manner which I have recommended ; 
as, in his own language, they were able to bear. He 
taught them also, without weariness, without fretfulness, 
without discouragement, without reproaches, and without 
intermission. Attimes, indeed, he reproved them and with 
some degree of severity ; but always with tenderness and 
good-will. | 

In this manner should parents teach their children ; 
should be patient with their ignorance, their backwardness 
to receive instruction, their mistakes, their forgetfulness, the 
necessity of teaching them again and again, and the doubts 
and difficulties which from time to time they suggest. In all 
this, the parents should manifest not only quietness of mind, 
but cheerfulness, and willingness to repeat their instruc- 
tions. 

Instructions should be given persuasively.—Children are 
often discouraged from learning by being compelled to this 
employment, and punished for not learning; by the gloomy 
countenance, morose temper, and forbidding manners, of the 
Instructor; by being unreasonably confined, and unreason- 
ably debarred from those harmless gratifications, which are 
necessary to preserve their health and spirits ; and not un- 
frequently by the imposition of harder tasks than they are 
able to perform. If I supposed such persons to act under- 
standingly, I should believe that they intend to prevent 
children from learning ; and that their measures were skil- 
fully contrived for this purpose. But to the end for which 
they are professedly adopted, they could scarcely be fitted in 
a more unhappy manner. 

To most children learning may be made an alluring ob- 
ject. Pleasantness of disposition, affability, condescension, 
serenity of countenance, and sweetness of manners in the 
instructor ; engaging books, moderate tasks, reasonable con- 
finement to study, a proper allowance of recreation, com- 
mendation kindly given when merited, and well directed re- 
wards for improvement ; are usually sufficient persuasives to 
engage children in a spontaneous and pleasurable course of 
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jearning. The instructor, who will not follow this course, 
must be very imperfectly fitted for his employment. 

Children should be taught by example—AlI\ men will 
admit, that the moral branches of education can never be 
taught successfully without the aid of example. Example 
has, in a great measure, the same influence on every other 
part of education. Children do little beside imitating oth- 
ers. Parents who read, will have reading children. In- 
dustrious parents will have industrious children Lying pa- 
rents will have lying children. Example, therefore, is of 
the highest possible consequence in this important concern. 

Children should be taught in such a manner as to be 
prompted unceasingly to the most vigorous exertion of 
their own talents.—The human mind is not a mere vessel, 
into which knowledge is to be poured. It is better compar- 
ed to a bee, fed during the first periods of its existence by 
the labours of others; but intended ere long, to lift its 
wings in the active employment of collecting sweets from 
every field within its reach. ‘To such excursions, and to 
the accomplishment of such purposes, the mind should be 
early and sedulously allured. This is the only way to give 
it energy and strength. Without the active exercise of its 
powers, neither body, nor mind, can acquire vigor. With 
out bodily exertions, Goliath, six cubits high, would have 
been only a gigantic boy : without mental efforts, Newton, 
would have been merely an infunt of days. 


[ Dwight’s Theology. 
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ENCOURAGEMENT TO PARENTS. 


A LETTER. 


My dear Brother and Sister.—You may recollect that a 
few years ago, you inquired my opinion upon the expedi- 
ency of giving your son a public education. You did not 
care to hope, that he was pious, or even seriously disposed. 
I gave my opinion in the affirmative, with the reasons of it. 
You remarked that my views upon the subject coincided 
with those of our dear brother —; that you were convinced 


of their correctness, and determined to act accordingly. 
_ «Von. VI. 18 
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You added little. Your hearts seemed too full for utter- 
ance. J shall never forget the deep solemnity, the tender 
solicitude, that glowed in your every feature. By your 
looks you seemed to say “ Yes, we will give our son an edu- 
cation. It will indeed cost an effort to provide the means, 
and a more painful effort to. spare him from our fond em- 
brace. But what is that, if he may be instrumental of ad- 
vancing the Redeemer’s kingdom ? We know he is by na- 
ture a child of wrath, and we dare not hope, that he is now 
a penitent sinner. But as the God of nature has given him 
talents, we do hope he will give him also a heart to improve 
them. To him, we have solemnly devoted our child, and 
often and earnestly have our hearts renewed the endearing 
dedication. We now again surrender him most unreservedly 
tohis Creator. We determine to use our utmost endeavours to 
train him upin the way he should go—to pray for him more 
frequently and more fervently. We will daily plead with 
our covenant God, to change his heart, and prepare him to 
preach the everlasting gospel. And we hope, we do be- 
lieve, our prayers will be heard.” Dear friends, were not 
these the feelings of your hearts ? And now, let me ask, do 
Sa regret vour resolutions? Do you regret "your prayers © 
as not God done for you more than you dared to antici- 
pate ? Before your son has half completed his pupillage, 
you hope he is renewed in the temper of his mind—created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works. God grant he may go on 
his way rejoicing,—and be the means of turning thousands 
from the error of their way to the wisdom of the just. You 
will not forget that he still needs your daily prayers. If, as, 
we hope he is really achild of God, he is yet buta babe in 
Christ. He needs to be continually fed with the sincere 
milk of the word. He is as much dependent for sanctify- 
ing grace as ever he was for regenerating mercy. And while 
you are supplicating for him, may I not hope, that you will 
sometimes remember the sons of your friend ?—that they 
too may be brought out of darkness into marvellous light ? 
—that they may become able, faithful, successful ministers 
of the New Testament ? If I had as many sons, as Jacob 
had, while the cry for ministers is so loud and so urgent from 
all parts of the world, I should wish them all to pursue the 
same course. If they appeared to possess good natural abili- 
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‘ies and inclination for study, I should wish to send them all 
to college, one after another, and assist them to gain the best 
education the country can afford; hoping and confiding in 
the grace of God to renovate their hearts. 

And now, my friends, what if others should follow your 
example ? If every Christian parent in this country, situated 
as you were, should do as you have done, surely the result 
would be most propitious to Zion’s welfare. Confident I 
am that in the course of twenty years, it would be the means 
of furnishing more ministers, than will be furnished in the 
same time by that most excellent moral engine, the Educa- 
tion Society. Many indeed are unwilling to give up their 
sons for such an object. But is not the Lord demanding 
them ? Othat they had ears to hear. ‘Then would many a 
fond and doting parent hear the voice of divine providence, 
making the solemn requisition, “ Take now thy son, thine 
only son—whom thou lovest, and offer him up to me for a 
perpetual offering, to serve continually at my altar, and feed 
my peuple with knowledge and understanding.” 

f Bos. Ree. 


THE DYING MOTHER AND HER FATHERLESS SON. 
An affecting story from the Sunday School Gleanings. 


One of the teachers of the Hibernian school, passing along 
the road in the evening, was attracted by the cries of young 
children in a cabin by the road side. He entered and wit- 
nessed a moving scene ; the corpse of a woman lying on the 
straw ; on which she had expired, surrounded by her four 
children, the eldest a boy, about twelve years of age. On 
inquiring of the boy, he learned that the father had died 
about a fortnight before, of a fever; that their mother had 
caught the fever, and died that morning; and that no one 
had had the humanity to enter their wretched habitation since 
her death but himself. Early the next morning, the same 
account was brought by another teacher, who had witnessed 
the same scene as he passed. ‘They were still alone, and 
around the remains of their parent. Observing the eldest 
boy more composed than the rest, he inquired of him, and 











heard the same distressing account. The poor boy closed 
his narrative by saying, “ while my poor mother lay dying, 
and neglected by her neighbours, who feared the distemper, 
I gave her all the comfort in my power; possessed of my 
Testament, which I got in the Sunday school that I attended 
before the affliction of the family, I constantly read to her 
about Jesus Christ, and what she heard gave her great peace 
of mind. When she was dying, | kneeled by her and still 
read to her about nim, and begged her not to be-troubled 
about us, for the Lord was. so good He would surely provide 
for us. My poor mother had her senses to the last; attend- 
ed with eagerness to what I read, and to my request; and, 
although she could not speak, she seemed to consent to all, 
and to die with great composure of mind.” 

When he had ended, the teacher asked him what he in- 
tended todo? He replied that he did not know; that he 
had no friends there; his father having come from a distant 
part of the country, a few years before, to work at his trade 
of hackling flax, and that his sister was too young to travel 
with him to beg; but that he was not uneasy ; that he trusted 
in God, and was sure that he would be their friend. 

The melancholy and destitute circumstances of these chil- 
dren being made known to a pious lady, she immediately 
provided for their support. 


“ Thou Father of the fatherless! 
O hear the orphan’s prayer.” 
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“ Father, do you never ask a blessing before eating.’’ 
> S o 


In conversation with a respectable middle aged seaman at 
‘One of the prayer meetings, one of our members asked him 
what first induced him to attend to religion? After a pause 
of some moments, in order to recover the agitation the ques- 
tion had produced, he related the following narrative :— 

“1 have been a sailor from a very early age, and never 
thought about religion, or the concerns of my soul, until my 
return from my last voyage. My home, where I have re- 
sided eighteen years, is at a village near Workington, in a 
small cottage, the next to a neat chapel; but the people whe 
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go to this chapel being called by the neighbours Methodists, 
I never would venture inside the door, nor suffer my family, 
if 1 could prevent it. Lusually sail out of Liverpool. Du- 
ring the winter the vessel is laid up. At those times I re- 
turn home for a few weeks to my family. Having a small 
family, and the times pressing rather hard upon us, during 
my absence last summer, my wife, endeavouring to save a 
little, sent my oldest girl, about six years of age, into the 
Sunday school establishment at the chapel. My stay when 
at home being generally of short duration, (about three or 
four weeks,) my wife might suppose it would be no difficult 
matter to keep me in ignorance of the circumstance. 

“] came from my last voyage before Christmas, and jour- 
neyed home. Being late when I arrived, I had not the op- 
portunity of seeing my eldest girl till the following wy At 
dinner time, when we had sat down, I began (beast like) to 
eat what was before me, without ever thinking of my heavenly 
Father, that provided my daily bread; but glancing my eye 
towards this girl, of whom I was doatingly fond, I observed 
her to look at me with astonishment. After a moment’s 
pause, she asked me, in a solemn and serious manner, ‘ Fa- 
ther, do you never ask a blessing before eating?’ Her 
mother observed me to look hard at her, and hold my knife 
and fork motiontess ; 
conviction, which struck me like lightning :) apprehending 
some reproof from me, and wishing to pass it by in a trifling 
way, she said, ‘ Do you say grace, Nanny.’ My eyes were 
still rivetted upon the child, for I felt conscious I had never 
instructed her to pray, nor even set an example, by praying 
with my family when at home. ‘The child seeing me wait- 
ing for her to begin, put her hands together, and lifting up 
her eyes to heaven, breathed the sweetest prayer I ever 
heard. This was too much for me; the knife and fork 
dropped from my hands, and I gave vent to my feelings in 
tears.””?” Here a pause ensued. He appeared much affected. 
On recovering himself he continued, “ I inquired who had 
thus instructed the child. The mother informed me, the 
good people at the chapel next door; and the child never 
would go to bed, nor rise in the morning, without kneeling 
down to pray for herself and her dear father and mother. 
Ah! thought I, and I never prayed for myself or my chil 
18 
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dren. f entered the chapel in the evening for the first time, 
and continued to attend the means of grace there. The 
Lord having awakened me to a sense of my danger through 
the instrumentality of a dear child, I am now seeking him 
with all my heart, and truly can say, I am happy in the 
thought, that Jesus Christ came into the world to save poor 
sinners, of whom I am chief.’ After some further conver- 
sation we parted, but with a hope to meet again. 
Seamen’s Mag. 
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JUVENILE EXPOSITOR. 


Pray to thy Father which is in secret, and thy Father, who 
seeth in secret, will reward thee openly.—Mat. v. 6. 


A little girl of about twelve years old, (with whom the 
writer was well acquainted, became truly pious, and often 
retired in secret to pour out her soul in prayer to her Hea- 
venly Father. Her father was a professional character, and 
a man of science, but had embraced deistical principles. On 
observing his little daughter to be much inclined to be alone, 
he took notice of her one day as she went into the garden 
and retired behind some bushes. He cautiously followed 
her, and put himself in a position to observe what she might 
be doing; and, on drawing near, he heard her praying. 
With great surprize, and deep attention, he listened to her 
earnest supplications, and heard her pleading with God for 
him, in the following manner: “O Lord, bless my dear 
father and turn his heart to thee.”” Smitten in his own con- 
science with a sense of neglect of duty to God and his fam- 
‘ily, he became serious and thoughtful; he soon renounced 
his deism, and embraced christianity. He soon experienced 
religion, and united with the church of Christ, together with 
his daughter; and is now a worthy member, and a living 
witness for God. 


For he that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of his eye.— 
7 | Zach. ii. 8. 


Upwards of thirty years ago, there resided at Thorn, in 
Yorkshire, one Mr. Hill, a respectable but blind man, who 
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lost his sight. by the smali. pox; when he was about three 
years old. His mother was pious, and often prayed for her 
son, and not in vain;: for the Lord awakened him to a sense 
of his danger, and gave him the knowledge of salvation by 
the remission of his sins. He became very pious, and much 
concerned for the salvation of men, and soon began to ad- 
dress them on serious subjects. ‘The Lord had blessed him 
with good natural abilities, and with gifts and graces to be 
useful. His word was attended with power, and much good 
was done through his instrumentality. As he was blind, he 
was often attended by some of his pious friends, when going 
abroad to his appointments. One day, as Mr. Hill was 
preaching at Cowick, a person coming by, observing Mr. 
Hill to be blind, cried out with a loud voice, “ The man has 
forgot to bring his eyes with him.” He wasa married man, 
and the first two children his wife had afterwards, were both 
born blind. 

In the same year, Mr. Hill was preaching near Rawcliff, 
another village in the same neighbourhood, when a man 
threw a stone at him, and was instantly siezed with a pain 
in the arm with which he threw the stone at this servant of 
God; and, after lingering out several months in great pain 
and distress, his arm was cut off, and he died. : 

In this and the like instances, the Lord shows plainly to 
us, that he takes notice of all that is said of, and done to, his 
servants ; and considers all as done to himself. This should 
lead us to leave all our injuries with him, and never think 
to retaliate, by rendering evil for evil. For he that touch- 
eth you, toucheth the apple of his eye. 
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EARLY. PIETY. 





John was from his infancy remarkable for sweetness 
of disposition, and appeared to be very early under the 
guidance and influence of the Holy Spirit. His mother was 
very fond of him; she took great pains-in teaching:him te 


read, and used to explain to him as they went on, the mean- 


ing of many passages which he did. not understand. | This 
taught him to think as well as to read, and: made him very 











much like to say his:lesson to her. One day, when he was 
between four and five years old, he was reading to her in the 
New Testament, and when he came to these words, “ The 
foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but the 
Son of Man had not where to lay his head,” his eyes filled 
with tears, his tender breast heaved, and at last he sobbed 
aloud. His mother inquired what was the matter; but, for 
some time, John could not answer her. At length, as well 
as his sobs would let him, he said, “‘ I am sure, mamma, if 
I had been there I would have given him my pillow.” 

When about a year older, on returning from church, he 
said to his aunt, “ Were you not affected with what the min- 
ister said to-day? You know his text was, ‘ Ask what ye 
will, and it shall be done unto you;’ and then you know, 
aunt, he stood still for a while, and said nothing. I thought 
it was to give us time to think what we wanted :—what did 
you ask for, aunt?” She did aot answer his question, but 
replied, “‘ What did you ask for, my dear?” He said im- 
mediately, “ So many things that 1 wanted came into my 
mind, that I could only say, “ Lord, thy will be done !” 

This prayer was soon answered; for, on the following 
Tuesday, this dear child was seized with a fever, and before 
another Sabbath he died, and, we have full reason to hope, 
was taken to heaven.— Lond. Ev. Mag. 


RECEIPT FOR CONTENTMENT. 


A man asked a pious minister, who had struggled through 
many difficulties without repining or discovering impatience, 
how it was he could thus be always easy and contented, 
under whatever scenes? ‘The good man replied, “I can 
teach you the secret with great facility. It consists in no- 
thing more than making a right use of my eyes. In what- 
ever state § am, I first of all look up to heaven, and remem- 
ber that my principal: business is to get there. I then look 
down upon earth, and cal} to mind how small a space I shalk 
occupy in it, when I come to be interred. 1 then look 
abroad into the world, and observe what multitudes there 
are, who are in all respects more unhappy than myself. 
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Thus I learn where true happiness is placed ; where all our 
earthly cares must end; and how very little reason I have 
to complain or repine. Reader, improve this receipt; and 
vou teo will obtain a cure. 


SUMMARY. 


REVIVALS. 
Extract of a letier from a gentleman in Worcester county, Mass. 


I am happy to inform you, that, in the south part of this 
county, and particularly in the town of Douglass, there is a 
very general and powerful revival of religion at the present 
time. Between sixty and seventy have been hopefully re- 
newed. Though these are in general from among that class 
who have been moral in their habits, and regular in their 
attendance on the means of grace, yet God has been pleased, 
in some instances, to display his infinite power and mer- 
cy in arresting such as have been flagrantly hardened. and 
wicked. One of the hopeful subjects of the work, who is a 
man I think somewhat advanced in life, has been an avowed 
infidel and blasphemer. In his hatred and contempt of the 
Holy Bible, he has, in former years, literally stamped it 
under his feet and spit uponit/!/ During the first week in 
March, there was a very signal display of divine power and 
grace. The week previous, ten young men, who it will 
appear in the sequel were peculiarly hardened in sin, came 
irom Uxbridge, an adjoining town, amd took lodgings in 
Douglass, for the express purpose of attending the meetings, 
making disturbance, and, if possible, putting a stop to the 
revival. ‘They commenced their operations accordingly— 
attended meetings—made disturbance—and proceeded so 
far, it is said, as even to make a mock of pre 
Lord’s supper at a public house! ‘They tarried in Douglass 
less than a week; but tarried till-a number oftheir own 
company were awakened; and, at the last intelligence, eight 
out of the, ten had been hopefully plucked as-brands from 
the burning, and become the monuments of sovereign mer- 
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cy! Thus is our God able to meet his enemies when they 
least expect it, and to cause the wrath of man to contribute 
to his praise. ‘The work is still in powerful progress, and 
is extending itself into the adjoining towns of Thompson, 
Uxbridge, Northampton and Satton. 


The revivals mentioned in our last number are still pro- 
gressing. Between ninety and a hundred are propounded 
for admission into the congregational church in Burlington, 
and about one hundred and fifty are rejoicing in hope in the 
town of Harwinton. A revival is still continued at Dan- 


bury, and many are anxious to know what they must do to 
be saved. 


On the 15th of March, seventy were added to the church 
at Sandy Hill, N. Y. About one hundred and twenty in 
this congregation are the hopeful subjects of divine grace. 
And we understand a revival has recently commenced-in 
Salem, an adjoining town. 


Proposed Concert of Prayer for Sunday Schools. 


The Sunday school union of Savannah, composed of the 
Wesleyan, the Christ Church, and the Savannah schools, 
resolved, at a late meeting to set apart the first Saturday 
evening of every month, for the purpose of special prayer to 
God for his blessings on Sabbath schools. They invite, 
through the medium of the Sonthern Intelligencer, a public 
| print at Charleston, the cooperation of all who are engaged 
in this goed work throughout our country. 


Interesting Fact. 


An agent, employed by the New-York Bible Society, for 
the purpose of ascertaining whether there were any. persons 
destitute of the Bible in the 10th ward of the city, reported : 
that, in the above district, there were 300 families who did 
not possess the word of life. The population of which was 
supposed to amount to about 1200. Is not this a singular 
circumstance, when it is considered that the destitute are 
residing almost immediately under the walls of the great 
national socrety ° 
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Por the Instruction of her children in a Sunday school. 
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cake.”’ 


school. 


A young man fails greatly in his duty, if he does not con- 
stantly show gratitude to those who have been kind to him. 


a 


We understand that the New-York Bible Society and the 
Young Men’s Bible Society will probably make some vigor- 
ous effort to supply the wants of the destitute, not only in 
the portion of the city alluded to; but also in others, where 
necessity requires. 


New-York Orphan Asylum. 


The orphan asylum of New-York has been established 
eighteen years. 
charity of this institution is 5080. ‘The present number of 
inmates is L60—94 boys and 66 girls. 


GRATITUDE OF A JEWESS, 





Sunday school, three Jewesses have been admit- 
ted; they learn the Lord’s prayer and part of Dr. Watts’s 
hymns, but are not required to attend Christian worship. 
Some time ago one of the little girls came up to the super- 
intendent, and said, “ Mr. 
respects to you, and begs your acceptance of a passover 
Saying this, she presented me with a large thin 
cake of unleavened bread, which I received with pleasure, 
as a token of her gratitude. | 

It is always pleasing to see people grateful. I am sorry) 
to say, that there are many Sanday scholars who are not at 
all thankful for the kind instructions of their teachers, who 
receive nothing for all their labours; but, on the contrary, 
pay a good deal for books, and the other expenses of the 
My dear citildren, are you grateful? Let me en- 
treat you fo praise God for his mercies to you, and then 
show, by your kind and grateful behaviour, that you value 
the instructions of your kind teachers. L. 
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Poetry. 


FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
ADDRESSED TO THE YOUNG. 


When the roses of beauty enliven.thy cheek, 
And health gives thy sinews their strength ; 

When meteies encircle the path of thy feet, 
Then remember the God of thy youth. 


Gay Pleasure will strew her delights in your way, 
To tempt your acceptance and love ; 

But remember she only designs to betray, 
And never will point you above. 


~ And Wealth’s mountain treasures will glare on your sight, 
And tell you that they can impart, 
The surest contentment and purest delight, 
But remember they fill not the heart. 


And Fame’s soaring trumpet will blow long and lond, 
With calls to bow at her shrine ; 

But remember, although she prostrates the crowd, 
Her pleasures are never divine. 


And Literature, too, will open her Jore, 
And beg you her transports to taste ; 

But remember, O now, if never before, 
That she will desert you in haste. 


The world, dearest youth, will never direct 
Your footsteps to happiness sure ; 

When she promises fairest, you may justly suspect, 
She’s planning your soul to allure. 


‘The Bible alone is the friend you may trust, 
Her counsel is ever most true; 
She ever has been the safe guide of the Just, — 
© If you wish, she will now be of you. = M, 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. é 


‘Conversation between a Mother and her Son, A Letter addressed to 
the readers of the Guardian, Dialogues between Selden and George, 
and Letter to the Editor, have been received. Those communications 

tioved in the March No. which have not been inserted, will appear 
sept The New Year, which Was Fe seived too late. 
vill appear in our next. * 
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